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careless of sanitation as it was of humanity. The
camps became pest holes, spreading contagion to
all regions having intercourse with Cuba, and
in vain the interned victims were crying aloud
for succor.

This new policy of disregard for property and
life deeply involved American interests and sensi-
bilities. The State Department maintained that
Spain was responsible for the destruction of Amer-
ican property by insurgents. This Spain denied,
for, while she never officially recognized the insur-
gents as belligerents, the insurrection had passed
beyond her control. This was, indeed, the posi-
tion which the Spanish Treaty Claims Commission
subsequently took in ruling that to establish a
claim it would be necessary to show that the de-
struction of property was the consequence of negli-
gence upon the part of Spanish authorities or of
military orders. Of other serious grievances there
was no doubt. American citizens were imprisoned,
interned in reconcentrado camps, and otherwise
maltreated. The nationality of American sufferers
was in some cases disputed, and the necessity of
dealing with each of these doubtful cases by the
slow and roundabout method of complaint to
Madrid, which referred matters back to Havana,